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13:00 Arrival
Registration & Lunch

14:00 Welcome from the GUH

14:10 Bill Cattanach 
North Sea Transition 
Authority

14:30 Phil Johnston 
Celtic Sea Power

14:50 Keith Swinden 
TechnipEnergies

15:10 Sue Barr 
Marine Energy Council

15:30 Tea & Coffee
Networking

16:00 Michael Ellis 
Sonardyne

16:20 Gavin Rippe  
MAATS Tech

16:40 Dr Dorian Hindmarsh
Proeon Systems

17:00 Peter Alexander 
Viper Innovations

17:20 Close and Drinks Reception

20:00 End

Chaired by Bill Cattanach



ENERGY TRANSITION & DIVERSIFICATION
4th May 2022, Bristol
____

Bill Cattanach 
North Sea Transition Authority

Energy Transition in Action

How as the regulator we are stewarding the UKCS towards a sustainable future in accordance with North Sea Transition 
Deal towards 2050 net zero target and low carbon future.

Bill has been involved in the promotion of Oil and Gas expertise and the UK supply chain for over 20 years and has extensive 
knowledge across the sector. During this time, he administered and actively participated on the Government/ Industry forum PILOT
where many of the enabling initiatives for the sector were developed. Currently Bill is Head of Supply Chain at the Oil & Gas
Authority where he is tasked with promoting and growing a competitive and competent service sector. This covers the entire 
spectrum from exploration through to decommissioning as well as energy transition and in doing so promote a supply chain which 
can compete on a global basis and win significant value for the UK economy. 

Bill’s role includes working with Operators and Supply chain companies as well as other stakeholders and public bodies including: 
BEIS, Dept. For International Trade and Scottish Enterprise to successfully deliver MER UK. Bill maintains strong links with 
sectorial and regional trade associations and as part of this participates on the board of EEEGR, Global Underwater Hub, NOF and
Decom North Sea. 

Bill is a chartered surveyor and joined the Energy Department over 20 years ago after working in the Scottish Executive's Rural 
Affairs Department. His efforts in promoting the Oil and Gas Supply chain were recognised in 2015 when he was awarded an OBE.
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Phil Johnston 
BDM
Celtic Sea Power

FLOW in the Celtic Sea: Readying the Region 
The Celtic Sea has huge potential for floating offshore wind (FLOW), with 4GW being set as a target by The Crown Estate by 2035. A total 
potential resource of 100GW has been estimated. FLOW in the Celtic Region therefore represents a huge socio-economic opportunity for 
Cornwall, South Wales, the South West and the wider UK.

To deliver this potential for the region, a strategic and collaborative approach is being taken. The key challenges being addressed include:

• Ports and Infrastructure Development
• Grid Upgrading
• Workforce Development
• Spatial Planning

This presentation will report on progress being made in each of these areas, under the umbrella of the Celtic Sea Cluster.  Ongoing work 
through the ERDF-funded Cornwall FLOW Accelerator (led by Celtic Sea Power with partners Offshore Renewables Catapult, Uni of Plymouth 
and Uni of Exeter) shall also be presented.        

Phil Johnston originally graduated in environmental sciences before an early career in marine ecology research. He then spent several years at sea as an 
offshore environmental consultant, primarily on oil and gas exploration surveys but also on offshore wind developments and navy frigates. Phil then 
moved onshore to manage ocean monitoring programmes before switching to business development. His experience here involved commercialising one 
of the UK’s first uncrewed surface vessels (USVs) from early testing through to market readiness. Phil now lives on the north coast of Cornwall, working 
on strategic development of floating offshore wind in the Celtic Sea.
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Keith Swinden 
Director
TechnipEnergies
Underwater Hi-res X-ray Computer Tomography development

Keith was born in London and qualified as a Mechanical Engineer at Thames Polytechnic in 1979 and gained a Masters Degree 
in Business Administration at The University of Greenwich in 1988.

The first 20 years of his career was in the Defence Industry, initially working for Ameeco Hydrospace as Engineering Manager in 
the development of towed arrays and later Plessey Naval Systems as General Manager, where he was involved in developing 
and manufacturing sonar and hull penetration systems for various new submarine classes including; Trident, Upholder, 
Trafalgar, Astute, 688, 637, Seawolf and Collins.

He moved to Oil & Gas full time in 2001 in Aberdeen with J&S Marine working on legacy subsea control systems and later 
joined Genesis Oil & Gas Consultants in 2008 (a Technip Company) in a Business Development role. Since 2016 he has worked 
for Cybernetix (a Technip Energies Company) developing inspection technology for rigid and flexible pipelines as the UK 
Director based in the London office.

Keith is a founder member of SubseaUK having been a member of its predecessor the SSTG and is a Technical Committee 
member for both the Subsea and Integrity & Inspection Committees at the Pipeline Research Council International (PRCI).
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Sue Barr
Chairperson
Marine Energy Council
Marine Energy – position and opportunities in the energy transition.
The transition to an electrified energy system will require electricity production by 2050 to be 
emissions-free, low cost and flexible. To reach that objective, we will need flexible renewables at our 
disposal – whether established already or still innovative today. Europe’s ocean energy resources are 
considerable, complimented by a strong technical and operational supply chain working in the offshore 
environment. By 2050, ocean energy can deliver 100GW of capacity – equivalent to 10% of Europe’s 
electricity consumption today with the correct revenue signals and supply chain mobilisation. Flexible 
and predictable, ocean energy complements other, variable renewables such as wind or solar, that will 
dominate Europe’s electricity system in 2050. Ocean energy will play an important role in smoothing 
production peaks and balancing Europe’s electricity grid. By 2050, the ocean energy sector will employ 
400,000 people, ensuring a just transition to a decarbonised economy. The UKs leading technological 
advantage in ocean energy will ensure technology and supply chain companies a large share of a 
strong global market, worth over £76bn. With zero carbon emissions, ocean energy will help tackle 
climate change and achieve a cleaner, more sustainable energy system with significant economic 
growth and diversification.
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Michael Ellis
BDM Renewables
Sonardyne
Evolving in the Eye of the Energy Transition Storm
Sonardyne has supported offshore oil and gas operations for over half-century with its subsea technologies, and much of the company's 
technological capability is transferrable to the offshore renewable sector. Nevertheless, there are several subtle differences in how the 
sectors approach project development, operations, and project finance.

The presentation will discuss how Sonardyne's has had to readjust its position in the fast changing and evolving energy sector including 
the technological and strategic changes it has already made; currently underway; and further plans to ensure that its own business 
transition runs seamlessly over the next 50 years.

Talking points will include:
• Sonardyne's current energy strategy in the face of O&G and ORE demand drivers.
• How the view changes when peering through the different lenses of offshore oil & gas versus offshore renewable.
Future opportunities for Sonardyne technology in the Renewable sector.

Michael has nearly two decades of technical and business management experience in the offshore energy sector using hydrographic and 
geophysical survey technologies.

In early 2020, he decided to move away from hydrocarbon exploration and entirely focus on the renewable sector, working for a small marine 
robotics and data analytics company. This journey then led him to start work as a BDM for Sonardyne, where he is charged with further 
establishing Sonardyne's unique marine technological capabilities within the offshore renewable sector.
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Gavin Rippe
Business Development Director
MAATS Tech
The Changing Demand of Offshore Energy
MAATS Tech have been providing engineering solutions to the offshore industry for over 30 years.  Initially, MAATS 
worked with major offshore giants focusing on the Oil and Gas market with projects such as pipelay equipment on a 
number of notable vessels including the Seven Condor and Kommandor 3000. With the energy industry moving 
interminably towards renewable sources, MAATS have used their extensive experience to diversify their capability and 
provide thoughtful, considered responses to equipment demands.  Recently the company has worked to convert a 
number of vessels, making them suitable for the cable lay market.  The Seaway Phoenix (formerly Pertinacia) was 
originally fitted with MAATS designed fiber optic lay equipment in 2000, then in 2007 the company were engaged to 
convert the equipment to manage flexible pipe.  Earlier this year MAATS were once again engaged to convert the 
equipment to cable lay.  This repurposing of a single vessel is sentiment to the ever changing industry requirements.

The company has most recently been engaged, from the first stages of development, to provide engineering expertise 
on both the Nexans Aurora and the new, green hybrid vessel for Van Oord.  The Aurora spread is specially enabled for 
cable lay in deep water and the Van Oord vessel will provide state of the art inter array cable lay capability.

This presentation will focus on illustrating the changing demand of the offshore industry from the heady days of oil 
and gas to today’s focus on renewables energies, specifically floating offshore wind.
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Dr Dorian Hindmarsh
Commercial Manager
Proeon Systems

The Changing Demand of Offshore Energy
Dr Dorian Hindmarsh will present how Proeon Systems Ltd a traditional Oil and Gas Controls systems integrator and Subsea Technology 
firm, has successfully adapted and broadened their business into the Renewables sector.

The presentation will outline where Proeon has come from as a lifestyle business startup nearly 20 years ago, supporting Subsea 
technology and general control, to being a technology-based business selling Wind Farm SCADA systems and remote monitoring 
equipment for wind turbines for global players.

In this presentation the commonality of systems, knowledge and expertise in the historical O&G sector will be covered and how these 
skills are applied effectively to Renewable applications from Wind, Hydrogen and Solar… and ironically how the O&G sector is learning 
and applying clean tech to its high carbon output operations.

This presentation, although promoting the journey and offerings of Proeon should help to enlighten and encourage other businesses in 
the more traditional offshore industries to explore the Energy Transition. 

Having joined Proeon in 2012, Dorian heads up the business delivery and sales team, and oversees customer relations to ensure Proeon meets 
the demand of its growing customer base.

Dorian is a PhD qualified Engineer with over 20 years’ of professional experience in Business development in low carbon and energy industries in 
both the UK and Scandinavia. From business planning and exploitation through to supply chain and marketing Dorian is multi-skilled in an 
engineering business environment.



ENERGY TRANSITION & DIVERSIFICATION
4th May 2022, Bristol
____

Peter Alexander
Sales & Marketing Manager
Viper Innovations
Cross-Industry Technology Transfer
Degradation of electrical insulation resistance in subsea cables, connectors, and umbilicals is an industry problem on a global basis.  Between 
2013 and 2018 Viper Innovations completed a JIP development that was sponsored by five Super Major Operators. The technology has
subsequently been utilised in subsea applications to monitor electrical integrity and to locate electrical failures and degradation.

Between 2016 and 2019, the core monitoring technology has been adapted to create an electrical integrity monitoring product for the railway 
industry, which has been successfully rolled out across multiple power supply assets by Network Rail in the UK.

The route to diversification into another industry has demonstrated that the processes, quality systems, and expertise that is demanded by the 
subsea oil and gas industry facilitates the move into other highly engineered business sectors.  

The purpose of the paper is to share some of the key decisions and initiatives that have been considered cruicial to the success of the 
diversification. In addition, it will be shown how continued technical developments that have been made for the railway applications will be 
transitioned back into the oil and gas sector to further benefit those Operators who initially supported the JIP.

This is a success story of a cross-industry technology transfer.

Peter Alexander has spent 18 years developing and delivering innovative technologies in offshore and railway applications, the majority of which with Viper 
Innovations, a company that specialises in technology development and integrity management of critical electrical distribution equipment.
Peter holds a Master degree in Mechanical Engineering and has progressed to hold leadership roles in technical and commercial functions and as Sales & 
Marketing Manager is now part of the Senior Management Team at Viper Innovations.  


